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The ultimate adventure isn’t defined by limits. It is found by breaking through 
your own perceived barriers, as you ride off into extreme terrain on the most powerful 
production offroad bike available - the new KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R. 
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HELMET 


STYLE AND FUNCTION 

Adventure Touring and Dual Sport Helmet 
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photo-related content, we 
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Join us online at 
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@upshift_online 

Join us on Facebookat 

facebook.com/upshiftonline 



UPSHFT 


23986 Aliso Creek Road 
PO. Box 450 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 


Upshift Magazine is published monthly 
by Upshift Online Inc. 2017. Reproduction 
of any material requires written consent 
from the publishers. All photos, editori- 
al contributions and advertisements are 
accepted upon representation that they 
are original materials by the author and 
or advertiser. Opinions expressed in the 
articles are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views and opinions of the 
editor, staff or advertisers of Upshift 
Online Inc. Advertisers assume full re- 
sponsibility for the entire content and 
subject matter of their advertisements. 
Now go and find some adventure. 




FIDDLIN’ FOR FIDDLIN’S SAKE 


INSIDER: JSTINDA E 



Motorcycles have always been awesome, but they hav- 
en’t always been the pinnacle of manufacturing perfec- 

^ * r- ' s' 

tion. Poor tuning, reliability issues and temperamental 
running were all part of the experience “back in the day.” 
It was not uncommon to buy a bike and then have to do 



hours of tuning and work^to make it run properly and not 
leave you stranded at the worst possible time. From this 
came our conditioning as riders that we need to “fix” a 
bike the minute we sign on the dotted line. This used to 

be the way it had to be, but is that the case now? 

v 

I got to thinking on this subject as the latest KTM and 
Husqvarna dual-sport models are hitting the dealership 
floors. I was cruising through some of my favorite forums 
and witnessed discussions about how to “fix” issues 
before anyone had even ridden one yet.Js it a foregone 
Conclusion that a dual sport needs to be uncorked, tuned 
and de-neutered before even a cursory ride? Some years 
ago I would have been right there in the discussion, but in 
the past few years it’s become clear that all manufactur- 
ers can and have given the rider what they want and need 
while staying within the letter of the law. 

here some power left on the table thanks to noise 
emissions regulations? Yes, of course. But it is not 
m? as much as even just a couple of years ago. The current 


crop of dual-sports has become more ridable, more reli- 


' able and more powerful; all while meeting emissions and 


sound regulations. It’s truly an amazing time to be a buy- 
er of a new dual-sport. 


V-' 

So here is the punchline of this month’s column - ride 
your shiny new bike as-is before messing with it. Of 
course there will always be some personal changes or 
tweaks that need to be made, but perhaps you don’t need 
to rip everything off and rebuild from the get-go. You just 
may save yourself some time, money and work if you stop 
fiddlin’ for fiddlin’s sake. That leaves more time for riding. 
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The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
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Technical Data 

• Piston 23 mm 

• Piston rod 12 mm 

• Inner tube 48 mm 


Adjustments 

• Spring Preload 

• Compression Damping 

• Rebound Damping 


The most important part! The products can be purchased from any 
WP Authorized Center found at www.wp-group.com/dealer 


1. WP Fork Valving 


The WP Motorsports Cone Valve technology permits almost limitless damping performance due 
to a unique valving system. The setup of a conventional damping system has always been a 
compromise between sufficient comfort and bottoming reserves, whereas the Cone Valve 
technology now permits a combination of both factors, resulting in outstanding damping 
behavior in all driving situations. The WP Cone Valve Fork comes made to measure for 
every customer and is made of the highest quality materials and coatings which have 
been developed in close collaboration with current World Championship riders of 
KTM, HUSQVARNA and many more. Enjoy the riding experience with our top of 
the line suspension. 



2 . Sidi X-3 Off-Road Boots 

The new X-3 is Sidi’s most cost effective way to experience 
professional level boots. Made with the same laminated 
Technomicro and TA sole, it features the same cam lock 
buckles, Cambrelle® inner lining, heel and insole as the 
higher end boots. 

• Laminated Technomicro is used as the base material. 

• TA sole is made of anti-skid rubber and can be replaced 
by a cobbler. 

• TA sole features excellent rear brake feel. 

• Nylon insole no dangerous steel shank! 

• Removable arch support. 

• Inner heat shield. 

• Internal malleolus plastic guard with ergonomic closed 
cell foam padding internally to enhance protection of 
those tender small foot bones. 

• Toe area covered in protective plastic. 

• Rigid, shock resistant, anatomically shaped heel for 
maximum protection. 

• Replaceable micro adjustable cam lock buckle system 
with memory straps. 

• Lower buckle protected against opening because 
of an impact by a guard. 

• Cambrelle® lining. 

• All bolt-on parts are replaceable. 

• MSRP: $345.00 

www.motonation.com 



3 . Ducati Desert Sled Fabric Jacket 

In perfect Desert Sled style, the jacket in fabric is comfort- 
able, protective, and lends itself to multiple uses. Made 
from Cordura® cotton fabric, it has a removable hood, vol- 
ume adjustments at the waist, neck, and wrists, air intakes 
under the sleeves, and eight ergonomic and generous 
outer pockets. Inside it is equipped with a removable quilt- 
ed thermal vest with knit neck and padding in hollow fiber 
batting. The jacket is also equipped with EC-certified soft 
protectors on the shoulders and elbows, and includes a 
pocket for a back protector. Product shown is available for 
purchase through participating Ducati dealers or online. 
Individual dealer prices may vary from MSRP: $ 449.00 
www.store.ducatiusa.com 


4 . Giant Loop Gas Bag Fuel Safe Bladder 

The Gas Bag™ Fuel Safe Bladder conveniently transports 1 
gallon of hydrocarbon fuel for power sports racing in a col- 
lapsible welded film and ballistic nylon reinforced container 
that rolls up or packs flat when empty, weighing less than 1 
pound. Gas Bag Fuel Safe Bladders are a compact means 
of transporting gas for off-road racing on closed courses. 
Each Gas Bag Fuel Safe Bladder is individually pressure 
tested and made in USA by Fuel Safe, a leading racing 
fuel containment manufacturer based in Oregon. 

1 gallon maximum capacity (3.8 liters). Made in U.S.A. 
MSRP: $139.00 www.giantloopmoto.com 




5 . KTM Racing Gear Bag 

Gear bag with large main compartment to store 
essential gear including roll-out changing mat. 
Light weight for greater carrying capacity on 
weight restricted airlines. Two-stage trolley 
handle. Reinforced replaceable wheel set. Skid 
guards on the bottom side provide increased 
durability and abrasion resistance. Durable haul 
handles for ease of carry. 

• 100 % Polyester 

• Size approx. 11 x 10 x 25 in. 

• Weight approx. 6.8 lbs. 

• Volume approx. 31.5 gal. 

• Made exclusively for KTM by Ogio 

•MSRP: $119.99 

www. kt m .co m /u s/powe r wea r 
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6. GIVI TANKLOCK SYSTEM TANK BAGS 


TANKLOCK® System 

The relatively new TANKLOCK® range of tank bags promote a 
fitment solution to the tank, regardless of the material made of, 
without the use of the standard magnets or straps. Click here to 
see the TANKLOCK® system in action. 


Its unique locking system is provided by a sturdy nylon plastic ring that is fitted 
permanently around the gas cap and allows for a super fast mount and release of 
the tank bag. 


Every unit of the TANKLOCK® series comes with this universal ring that needs to 
be applied using a brand specific (and in some cases bike specific) mounting plate 
(part # BF...). A few bikes, like the most recent BMW’s, don’t have bolts on the gas cap frame, so GIVI provides specific rings with 
unique mounts. The application list is constantly expanding. 



ST602 TANKLOCK® SYSTEM TANK BAG 

• 4 liter tank bag (requires bike specific 
ring/mount). 

• Clear window pocket on the cover to hold a 
smartphone, the main compartment is ideal 
to carry small objects like keys, wallets and 
sunglasses. 

• Front cable port compatible with the range of 
GIVI Power Hub accessories. Rubberized handle, 
shoulder strap and rain cover. 

• MSRP: $125.00 - Specific mounting ring required 
(starting at $19.00) 


ST603 TANKLOCK® SYSTEM TANK BAG 

• 15 liter expandable tank bag (requires bike 
specific ring/mount). 

• Clear window pocket on the cover to hold a 
smartphone, the main compartment is ideal 
to carry medium size objects like a compact 
camera or a rain jacket. 

• Front cable port compatible with the range of 
GIVI Power Hub accessories. 

• Rubberized handle, shoulder strap and rain 
cover. 

• MSRP: $155.00 - Specific mounting ring required 
(starting at $19.00) 

www.giviusa.com 




EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 

Shinkos 705's tough rubber compound resists tearing during 
off road use while packing a versatile tread pattern providing 
excellent wet and dry weather traction and smooth running 
on the highway. Designed in a multitude of sizes the 705 fits 
most bikes while providing the miles per dollar you love. 


ShinkatireUSA.com 
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BLAZING SADDLES 


Ducati Scrambler Desert Sled 


Tabernas Desert, Southern Spain 
By Simon Cudby 
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Ducati Scrambler Desert Sled 


Is it a small ADV bike, or a large trail bike? Well 
after riding the new Ducati Scrambler Desert 
sled, it’s safe to say it’s both. 

When Upshift got the call to attend the Des- 
ert Sled intro in the south of Spain, I packed 
my open face Biltwell helmet, Alpinestars Os- 
car jacket, Sidi Adventure 2 boots, and a pair 
of jeans and headed out to the south of Spain. 

The famous spaghetti western film set in 
Fort Bravo was the base for our test rides on 
the new Ducati. This is where they shot “The 
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly”, so the scenery 
was a perfect set for the Desert Sled, com- 
plete with a movie set town with cowboys and 
a saloon that was the presentation hall for the 
bike intro. 

Speaking with the marketing and product de- 
velopment team, it was clear that they were 
entirely inspired by southern California, and 
Baja, Mexico. This is where the concept for 
this bike was born taking its heritage from 
the 1960’s and 1970’s stripped down desert 
racers, with their skid-plates, knobbies, and 
suspension mods. 

For their promotional materials, Ducati had 
flown their team to the Mojave Desert in 
California a few months earlier and recruited 
ex-freestyler, and all around cool-guy Drake 
McElroy to ride for their photos and video. 
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Ducati Scrambler Desert Sled 


After the presentation of the bike concept and 
the technical descriptions, it was time to hit the 
trail. Unfortunately, the original dirt route was 
destroyed by flooding a few weeks before, so a 
rapid re-route took us through a narrow canyon, 
with deep sand, exposed rocks, and gravel. This 
trail would have been very challenging on a 5501b 
adventure bike, but the lighter weight (4201b) 
Desert Sled proved much more manageable. It’s 
by no means a KTM500exc, but you can take this 
bike places that you would think twice about on a 
full-size ADV bike. 

The key to this section was just to stand up every- 
where, even the deep sand turns. Each time I sat 


in a turn, I lost momentum and almost dumped 
the bike. The gearing for the sand was not the 
best, as first gear was too low, and second gear 
did not have a ton of low-end torque to pull you 
out of the turns, so I used the clutch in the turns 
more than usual to keep up in the powerband. I 
managed to hit some football-sized rocks when 
I ran of talent in the sand, but the big Ducati dirt 
bike just kept motoring through, as long as I was 
standing on the pegs. 

Between the sand section and the upcoming 
road section, we hit some fast fire road where the 
Sled was more at home at higher speeds proving 
to be stable and much more comfortable. 










Ducati Scrambler Desert Sled 


The roads around the Tabernas Desert were fun to ride after escaping the sand and dirt 
sections unscathed. Our group of riders formed a fast line through the windy hills and little 
Spanish villages. I felt like I was in a supermoto race with the tight road hairpins, and then 
the dirt again back to Fort Bravo for a lunch break. The sand section was even tougher on 
our return trip, as thirty Desert Sleds had chewed up the trail and there were lines going 
everywhere through the sand. 

The Desert Sled is equipped with Pirelli Scorpion Rally STR 19” front/17” rear rubber, 
which was good in the dirt, and more than good on the asphalt, allowing me to keep up 
with the others on the road. The bike features 7.9” travel Kayaba forks and shock that were 
set up more for the road sections than the dirt, but it is always a compromise on settings 
when you try to make the bike perform at its best in both disciplines on the same ride. 








Ducati Scrambler Desert Sled 


The bike has a EURO 4-compliant, twin cylinder 803cc air and 
oil-cooled motor delivering 75hp, with a service interval of 7500 
miles. 


^ I 


If I were to take this bike on an extended multi-day trip I would 
take advantage of some of Ducati’s dedicated accessories such 
as the windscreen kit, and side and tank bags. 

Fourteen hours later I was back at the hotel in Almeria packing 
my bags and heading back to California to plan a multi-day Ducati 
Desert Sled ride around the deserts of Baja. 

Being lower tech than the adventure bikes I have been riding late- 
ly, the Ducati Desert Sledj^md^ what riding is all about... 
rtr\nir\ fimnc \alllli two wheels. Oh yeah, it’s cool too! 

Gear: Biltwell Bonanza Helmet and Overland Goggles, Alpinestars 
Oscar Charlie jacket, Sidi Adventure 2 boots, Biltwell Moto gloves 
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Words: Llewelyn Pavey 

Photos: Llewelyn Pavey and Justin Dawes 



I’m currently in the aisle seat of a Delta flight from LA to London. It’s been two full days since I climbed down from 
the KTM 1190 Adventure R that carried me halfway across the USA. I’m undergoing a condition informally known 
as ‘Post Epic Ride Societal Reintegration Depression’. The transition from ripping across the empty, stunning 
landscapes of Utah into the crowded, angry sinkhole that is the LA traffic system hit me hard. 
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Blind Ignorance 

Ignorance and a lack of knowledge is a brilliant way to travel. The 
less you know, the more amazed you’ll be. Traveling without prior 
investigation brings its problems, but the heightened explosion 
of awe is worth every hurdle that needs to be clambered over. 
You’ll miss things, but the sights you see, the smells you absorb 
and the trails you ride will be exponentially more immense. The 
intensity of riding into Zion National Park without knowing there 
was even a cliff in the area is enough to drive a man crazy upon 
the return to civilization. 

The USA has never been a place that I particularly desired to ex- 
plore. It’s so close to home and wholly similar in culture to my 
upbringing that I was inherently put off. I’ve always grown up with 
U.S. culture in front of me; it feels like home. I couldn’t have been 
more wrong. What no one ever bothered to tell me is that the 
United States of America is epic. The scenery is huge, the riding 
as fun as anything you’ll find and despite its gentile western cul- 
ture, it’s geared for being outside. 


The Ride 

Riding from Deadwood, South Dakota to Los Angeles, California, 
(on paper at least), is an odd decision. Attending KTM’s Adven- 
ture Rider Rally and returning the bike to their headquarters is a 
better way of putting it. South Dakota, Wyoming, a slice of Colo- 
rado, a big ‘ol chunk of Utah and a dash past Vegas was the core 
of the plan. Justin had the whole route dialed into Rever, that was 
as far as my questioning went. 

Wyoming sucked for us. I’ve no doubt that it’s a great place, 
brimming with mid-western hospitality, but my experience 
wasn’t that. It was something far more like this: straight road, 
35°C, 50mph wind from my right-hand side, a bad burrito from 
a gas station, more wind from the right, more heat. Slight bend 
in the road. More heat. More wind from the right. Flat scenery. 
Dog on a Harley. More wind. In fact, the wind blew from the right 
regardless of our orientation. Oh, and we found a fireworks shop 
that had dial up internet and a crazy, endearing old lady owner. It 
was 500 miles I’ll never get back. 

The further from Wyoming we traveled, the more the world 
changed. Slowly the flat lands transitioned to rolling hills, and as 
the dirt squeezed together, the altitude climbed, and everything 
became more pleasant. Eventually, our path turned to dirt, and 
around the Utah border, the scenery exploded upward in a jagged, 
brutal, glacier eroded formation. 
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The road across the state border had been primed for us by the heavens. The dust was acceptable and 
the grip fantastic. We hunted each other for 25 miles of flowing dirt road, ripping on the throttle the whole 
way. And then we met the bull. Cows and bulls don’t typically strike fear into a Euro. We have cows every- 
where, and they’re not angry. They’re placid, perpetually pregnant and full of milk. Moving quickly and 
taking shots at blokes on bikes isn’t high up on their list of things to do. The three bulls sat in the road, 
with no intention on moving, and pretty damn keen to let everyone in the valley know about it. 




Two angry bulls screaming at each other made us nervous. We edged closer before backing off. Some 20 
minutes passed with us sitting just up the trail from them, waiting for a gap to appear. It did, as one bull 
decided to shout in the ear of his mate just off the track. That left us with an opening. A car width gap off 
the trail from the big bloke of the group. I went for it, scaring the crap out of myself the whole way. 

I nipped onto the grass shoulder. The 01’ Bull stared me down the whole way. I was swift. I felt pretty 
calm until I was alongside the thing. HOLY... It’s horns were the length of swords. The thing was massive! 


> 



Moab 

The bright red sandstone view began to distract me from the road. The epic winding mountain pass 
over the border had been made slick by the dousing of recent rain. Sketchy roads eventually opened 
up to the sights of Moab, Utah. It was a special moment. Moab and the surrounding area is unlike 
anything else. The ground is hard, ancient and brutal. The boulders are the size of buildings. The 
Jurassic rock has outrageously high grip levels, and the landscape stretches as far as one can see. 
When you’re surrounded with incredible riding, it would be foolish not to dabble. 



Heading out into the slick rock trail is an awesome experience. Riding on the bare rock, crawling up 
outrageously steep climbs and working your way to the top of the world is one of the most enjoyable 
experiences you’ll ever have on a big bike. The trail weaved across the cuttings in the rock, marked by 
lines of paint and touched with the golden glow of the afternoon sun. 

As the sun closed out, epic clouds took over. Flashes of lightning lit the sky. It was a grand backdrop 
to an awesome day. Fire. Marshmallows. The comfort of a warm tent. Epic. 
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Green River and the Desert 

The beauty of Utah is the ever transforming landscape. 100 miles can move you from a land that looks like 
the moon, to jagged and powdery high desert. Another 100 miles will see the earth thrust from beneath, 
pushing upward aboard primordial, weather-beaten profusions. 

The high desert is an experience that every person must enjoy at least once. The rugged and grueling beauty 
of a land where it does not rain is unique. The sand, dust, rock and sprigs of life that cling on are magical. The 
purple hues of the Utah desert, the 100 mph rocky, dirt roads and the brutal 20 mph single track are a joy 
to behold. It’s all legal, all marked and all fantastic. We chased the horizon for hours, skipping through rock 
fields, smashing clumsily through sand whoops and hopping over groundhog holes. I do love the desert. 









Hidden in a valley, in the middle of what feels like nowhere, you’ll find a designated UHV area with a flow- 
ing, vivid sand dune oasis, peppered with trees and cradled by slick rock. In the basin runs a river that no 
longer flows. Fresh rains had made for magical conditions. We rip around the dunes for 20 minutes, fully 
aware of our luck with the weather. Beef Jerky under a tree completes a fun day. 






The Deer 

Late that day, a long way from the high desert we’re flicking through a pine forest. I constantly push to 
sit as close to Justin’s tail as possible, hunting him like an excited dog chasing a car. I can’t see the trail; 
plumes of dust mask the lava rock, and the setting sun blinds me. The adrenaline pumps, the speedo 
climbs to north of 60mph. 

It’s bloody awesome. We’re hauling. At this point in time, I am a hero. The 1190R is holding the ground 
with poise and confidence; my focus is absolute... CRAP! DEER! I brake hard. Justin brakes harder. 
The deer brakes too. 


The deer realizes his mistake and hits the gas. My heart rate maxes out. The terrified deer and a 
petrified Justin avoid being a yard sale by centimeters. Moments don’t come any closer to not being 
moments. We slowed down after that! 
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Rain, Pine and Castro Canyon 

When it rains in the desert, the soil binds together. 
It’s a special thing to experience. There is no better 
time to be there. You’ll never feel more heroic on a 
bike. When it rains in the forest, the soil falls apart. 
Unless you ride mud regularly, it is a nightmare. 

As we headed out to ride some well recommend- 
ed trails, the heavens opened. We took refuge, 
watched the direction of the clouds and prayed it 
stayed away from our full water absorbent kits. 
For the first hour of riding, we stayed clear of the 
water. The ground was still dry and dusty; Justin 
was still happy. 

It had rained in Dixie National Forest. It rained 
hard, and we found the aftermath. Around one 
corner, in a grassland track full of cows, the grip 
gave way, and a smile spread across my mud rid- 
ing, grease-loving, sadistic mug. The grip coeffi- 
cient plummeted, forward progress became an art 
in rolling off the gas, and the giggles began. Justin 
is not a mud rider. He left the track twice and fell 
off at precisely 2mph. It took us around 35 minutes 
to do a couple of miles. It was tremendous. 

The mud ordeal was relatively short-lived and gave 
way to a less slippery but very epic single track. 
Castro Canyon is one of those trails you’ll seldom 
find by accident. The trail weaved in and out of the 
river bed for the better part of 45 minutes, break- 
ing into small sections of fast 4x4 track and rock 
dodging, tree bashing single track. The sun shone 
on the freshly dampened ground. The sand stone 
formations burst from the ground, and the seren- 
ity was only broken by the purr of a KTM 1190R. 
If you ever find yourself in Dixie National Forest, 
Castro Canyon is a must. 




Zion 

Dixie National Forest is a pretty special place, hiding gems among the pines. On our second to last day 
we climbed and scrabbled over loose rock to the top of a hill. The ever present fear of punctures gave 
way to a walking trail scattered with frogs and pine needles. A lookout point sat high above the ground, 
the landscape stretching 40 miles south. Off in the distance we saw a white cliff: our final destination. 




We rode on winding dirt roads through Strawberry Point until we reached the spectacular area of Zion. 
There should have been a sign at the entrance that read: “You’re about to be hit by a massive sensory 
explosion!’’ It’s one of the most incredible places I’ve ever seen. It’s huge, awe-inspiring and the biggest 
surprise is that it almost appears out of nothing. The huge, smooth, explosive rock forms are amazing. 
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We decided to camp under that beautiful mountain. After starting a fire, taking a splash in the river 
and heading into a tremendous sleep under a thunderstorm, our trip was complete. I will forever be 
in love with those mountains. 

We smashed out the 400+ miles back to L.A. by lunch time, returned the sturdy 1190 R and spent 
the evening in an AirBnB struggling to assimilate the week we’d just had. How do you return to reality 
after such an amazing adventure? 



The WP Factory Services KTM 1190 Adventure R 

KTM’s 1190R is a great bike from the crate. It’s easily one of the best ADV bikes on the dirt, and it 
always puts a huge smile on my face. But it isn’t perfect. I’ve always wanted to see what could be 
done with a little time spent fettling the internals of the suspension. The fork has always been a little 
soft, and WP factory services have done something about it. 

WP loaned us two of their bikes for the trip. They’ve changed the springs and valving on both ends of 
the bikes, and it made a huge difference. It stayed higher up in the stroke and dealt with big hits and 
multiple bumps far better. The most confidence-inspiring development was actually evident on the 
pavement. Instead of diving heavily under braking, it was more controlled. It also made the balance 
between the fork and shock far easier. 

Over the week we fiddled with clickers and continuously wound more preload into the shock to deal 
with our 100kg backsides and the luggage on board. The bike got better and better, and we did as 
well. It struck an awesome balance between appropriate stiffness for riding fast on dirt and not los- 
ing comfort on the road. WP FS could have sprung the 1190 to be a beast on dirt, but it would have 
been shockingly uncomfortable on the pavement. 

If you fancy having the upgrade done to your bike, you can contact WP Factory Services through 
their website by clicking here. If you’re outside the UK contact your WP distributer and ask them to 
speak to WP FS. 

Thanks to everyone at KTM USA and WP Factory Services. You were crazy friendly and a lot of fun. 
Also, thanks to Justin for dragging me along for a week and for all of your sarcastic humor. Thanks to 
Mr. and Mrs. Dawes for your hospitality and the bed at your lodge. 
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Big Agnes Fly Creek UL 2 Tent 


When gearing up for a proper adventure, riders 
are always fighting weight and limited packing 
space. It’s seemingly an endless compromise 
between bringing absolute necessities vs. crea- 
ture comforts; reducing weight and space of all 
considered items lessens the concessions the 
avid adventurer must make. The Big Agnes Fly 
Creek UL 2 tent provides essential protection 
without adding unnecessary weight or bulk. 

The most amazing specification of the Big Agnes 
Fly Creek UL2 isthe weight: 2 lbs., 5oz. maximum 
weight! This includes the tent body, fly, poles, 11 
stakes, stuff sacks, guylines and instructions (all 
included.) You can go ultralight and get sub 2 lbs. 
if you desire. This is an incredible weight for an 
actual tent; most sleeping bags weigh more. The 
packed space of the full kit is 4” x 18.5”, equal- 
ly as impressive. Yet this flyweight and the tiny 
unit doesn’t skimp on materials or construction. 
The fly and body floor are silicone-coated ripstop 
nylon, and the single, hubbed pole is an eco-an- 
odized DAC Featherlite NFL unit, well proven in 
the industry. The upper tent body is a mixture 
of breathable ripstop nylon and polyester mesh, 
aimed at minimizing condensation. All seams 
are taped with PVC/VOC-free polyurethane. The 
guylines are also high quality and reflective 
(along with corner webbing loops) as a bonus. 

Pitching the Fly Creek UL 2 is straightforward 
and quick, thanks to the single hubbed pole with 
only three ends and DAC Twist clips used to at- 
tach the tent body (no threading of poles through 
sleeves). The fly anchors to the poles as well, but 
for better condensation management, it is best 
to guy out the fly at the sides, and the vestibule 


requires staking out. The tent is technically free 
standing, but the rear two corners must be 
staked out for the floor space to be fully utilized. 
At a minimum, 6 of the 11 stakes should be used 
for an efficient pitch. 

The Fly Creek UL2 is labeled as a two-person 
tent; it is a tight fit for two adults. The tent’s floor 
area is ideal for a single moto-adventurer and 
gear, allowing ample movement for the fidgety 
sleeper and changing in and out of gear. The fly 
forms a vestibule over the single door, allowing a 
dry area for items such as boots and stove. The 
peak height of 38” and steep sidewall design al- 
lows sitting up, which is nice on long stints of be- 
ing tent-bound by weather. The light color of both 
the fly and tent body allows natural light to pene- 
trate, enhancing visibility inside. Other features 
that increase livability are a mesh storage pocket 
above the head and hang loops in the ceiling that 
accept the Big Agnes Triangle Gear Loft. 

I have used the Big Agnes Fly Creek UL2 in all 
conditions short of full winter, and it has never let 
me down. In humid conditions, condensation can 
be an issue, but it’s manageable through mind- 
ful venting. The included tent stakes, although 
ultralight, are challenged on hard ground or in 
high winds; I elected to replace them with slightly 
beefier units. I carefully choose and inspect the 
tent site to avoid packing a footprint (available 
from Big Agnes) and have yet to have anything 
breach the floor. This shelter is reliable and suit- 
ed extremely well for the moto-adventurer, and 
with the incredible weight and packed size, I have 
yet to find a better alternative. MSRP: $349.95 
Contact: www.bigagnes.com 



The Traverse, Klim’s streamlined enduro style suit was revived in 2016 and stands out in their lineup of ADV 
and touring juggernauts. The first generation Traverse was introduced in 2010 with dirt-oriented riders in mind. 
It was a favorite piece of gear for aggressive riders in search of a lightweight fully waterproof shell. The first 
generation Traverse never saw an update though and was eventually phased out by the Overland in 2013. The 
long-awaited second-generation Traverse features significant functional and aesthetic upgrades that may have 
made it worth the wait! It still represents a unique segment in Klim’s product line being reasonably priced de- 
spite its full Gore-Tex body and many technical features. 

Key upgrades include a refined fit, improved ventilation, and substantial weight reduction. Like its predecessor, the 
new Traverse is designed to fit over armor, braces or a compression suit but the fit has been dialed in for a much less 
baggy cut than the original. Ventilation was taken to the next level as well by way of substantial vents on the chest, 
back, and thigh with additional vents added to the forearms. Klim also managed to shave a lot of weight by replacing 
large sections of 840D Cordura with a material called Nylon 66. High impact areas like the elbows, shoulders, and 
knees are protected with 500D Cordura to maintain abrasion resistance. 


The appearance of the Traverse got a big upgrade 
with sleek, simplistic lines and two color options 
(black/green). The all black Traverse brings to mind 
a stealth operative or ninja, but we opted to test this 
suit in green and thought the color scheme was 
refreshing. It seems like a little bit of color in a sea 
of monochrome black and gray suits can go a long 
way. Aesthetically our only gripe is that there is very 
little reflective material, just a narrow strip on the 
back of each arm and none on the pants. 

Field-testing consisted of several backcountry 
trips through the late summer, fall, and early win- 
ter. It was also put to the test on several aggres- 
sive dirt bike treks. The results were just what we 
expected: The new Traverse is a very evolved ver- 
sion of its former self that’s still true to its core dirt 
values. Light enough for trail riding but substantial 
enough for dual sport touring. The mesh liner and 
Gore shell are ideal for physical riding conditions 
in less than ideal weather. From hard rain on the 
highway to muddy days on the trail the Traverse 


seemed to handle anything we could throw at it; 
even rides that involved 16-degree starts and fair 
amounts of snow! During warm summer after- 
noons, the Traverse felt like the right tool for the 
job. The combination of the lightweight chassis 
and excellent ventilation make it an ideal summer 
riding suit. Paired with D30 armor (not included) 
and good base layers the Traverse is a legitimate 
four-season contender with very few caveats. 

The only shortcomings we found were general fit- 
ment/appearance issues that included a seemingly 
low-rise waist, narrow wrist openings and the ab- 
sence of more reflectivity. At this price point though 
we were very happy with the overall fit and finish 
along with its impressive versatility. 

The Traverse is a very well thought out lightweight 
technical shell that benefits from all of Klim’s 
gained experience without showing growing pains. 
Whether you are a rider on a budget or hard-core 
dirt enthusiast looking for a go anywhere anytime 
suit, the Traverse is your solution. MSRP: Jacket 
399.99 to $429.99, Pant $399.99 to $419.99. 
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Kawasaki KX450 desert project bike 







Upshift: Jeremy McGrath, 7-time Super- 
cross Champion, all the stadiums, all the 
lights, all the fans, and we’re out here in the 
desert by ourselves, why is that?! 

McGrath: Ha ha, because we love motor- 
cycles! Yeah, it’s cool with the fans, with 
the jumps, and the supercross and all the 
excitement, but the reason I did that is that I 
love to ride bikes. We are out here with some 
friends enjoying some of this wet California 
dirt that we don’t get very often. 

Upshift: Before you started racing Super- 
cross in the 90’s, I know you used to go and 
ride in the hills with your friends. Does it feel 
like that again going out trail riding now? 

McGrath: Yes it does. It’s pretty rare that 
we get such sweet conditions as we’ve been 
getting a ton of rain lately. I had an injury not 
too long ago with a dislocated shoulder, so 
this is the perfect way to break it back into 
riding. And of course, Kawasaki built this 
great KX450 trail bike. 










Kawasa 



Upshift: The bike looks like it would be fun to go down to ride in Mexico 
for a few days. 

McGrath: Yes exactly. It’s got a tail-light, a Rigid headlight of course, 
some blinkers, a kickstand, and some Acerbis handguards. It’s fun, and 
you need good trails to ride a trail bike on, so that’s why we came out to 
Ocotillo today. It’s a KX450 with an 18” rear wheel that is the go-to size for 
off-roading. It’s just like my motocross bike, but with all the added parts 
it’s a really fun trail bike. 

Upshift: Apart from local trail riding, where would you like to do some 
adventure bike riding? 

McGrath: That’s the funny thing. I’m so interested in it, and of course I 
follow Upshift Online and see all the rad photos. Adventure riding is get- 
ting more popular, and there is some momentum behind it, so I have some 
excitement for it, I just need to figure out where to go! Going to ride in the 
mountains would be cool. 

Upshift: The gear you are wearing today is not the motocross gear we are 
used to seeing you ride in. 

McGrath: I got some Thor dual sport riding gear. I don’t get to ride in this 
gear very much, so it feels a bit different to wear baggy gear, but I like rid- 
ing in the jacket with the sleeves off. When you wear dual-sport gear, you 
just feel like you’re kicking back all the time, so it’s a good vibe. 
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Kawasaki KX450 desert 




Kawasaki KX450 desert project bike 




Upshift: Are you heading to Mexico soon on this bike? 

McGrath: Yes I’m ready to ride Baja. I love Baja anytime we 
can go. Maybe we should go in a few weeks? I’m down to go to 
Mexico anytime. 

Upshift: Would you ever want to race the Baja 1000 on a bike? 

McGrath: No way! I’ve always told myself I’d never race a 
bike in Baja. I’ve known too many people who have been hurt 
racing down there. As much as I love riding in Mexico, racing 
is a different deal down there. I love going with my buddies. 
We park it at night and sip some tequila and have some fun. 
You can ride down the beach and if you did that where we live 
you’d get arrested in about two seconds. The people in Mex- 
ico are just so awesome, so I’m ready to ride there anytime! 
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Kawasaki KX450 Desert Project 


Pro-Racing XC Lighting Kit www.proracing.co.uk 

Pro Circuit TI-6 Exhaust System w/Spark Arrestor www.procircuit.com 

Moose Side Stand www.mooseracing.com 

IMS Fuel Tank 2.8 gal www.imsproducts.com 

Acerbis Handguards www.acerbis.com 

Acerbis Skid Plater www.acerbis.com 

Acerbis Front Disc Guard www.acerbis.com 

Optional Heavy Flywheel 9.5: P/N 21007-0629 www.bikebandit.com 

KLX450 Front Brake Hose: P/N 43095-0314 www.bikebandit.com 

KX85 Front Brake Hose Guide: P/N 92170-1810 www.bikebandit.com 

18” Rear D.I.D. Rim www.didchain.com 

KLX450 Rear Spokes: P/N 41029-0039; P/N 41029-0040 www.bikebandit.com 

14/49 Gearing 


www.bikebandit.com 
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MOTORCYCLES SERVICE PARTS & ACCESSORIES ON-LINE STORE 


Your next adventure 


www.3bros.com 

1560 Superior Ave. #C 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
Phone: 949-642-0546 


#1 KTM and Husqvarna 
motorcycle seller in the USA 


KMAA © Husq varna* 



